
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1 06 Journal of A merican Folk-Lore. 

PLANTATION COURTSHIP. 

11. 

In an interesting article having this title, and printed in the 
number of this Journal for April-June, 1894 (vol. vii. pp. 147-149), 
Mr. F. D. Banks, of Hampton, Va., made a valuable contribution to 
the social history of Southern negroes, pointing out that courtship 
formerly was conducted by means of a series of formulas. The sen- 
tences which he gave are mostly of a high-flown and bombastic char- 
acter ; but the custom still survives, and an additional collection is 
given in the " Southern Workman," and will be found reproduced 
in the Folk-Lore Scrap-Book (p. 155, below). These latter formulas 
are of a riddling nature, and it is observable that the riddle is usu- 
ally put by the suitor. In one of the tales collected by Mr. Chate- 
lain, " Folk-Tales of Angola," No. X. p. 1 10, the youth addresses 
the girls whom he visits by an enigmatical series of proverbial ex- 
pressions (vol. vii. p. 314). It would seem very probable that the 
American custom is a modification of the African one; further 
African collection would cast light on this relation. 

That the negro wooer should put riddles to the girl makes the 
usage a curious parallel to the folk-tales and folk-songs which treat 
of the use of riddles in European courtship. In the first volume of his 
great work, " The English and Scottish Popular Ballads," Professor 
F. J. Child has brought together examples of the class of songs in 
which a man is described as winning a wife, or a lady a husband, by 
guessing riddles. To the latter class belongs the ballad of " The 
Elfin Knight," of which an American version has been printed in this 
Journal (vol. vii. p. 228). By comparative examination, Professor 
Child is led to the conclusion that the ballad in question depends 
on an ancient and simple tale, having originally some historical 
sequence (see vol. vii. p. 231). But the negro parallel suggests the 
possibility that the use of riddles in courtship, described in European 
folk-lore, may refer to a primitive custom ; similarly, the obliga- 
tion of the wooer to justify his suit by the performance of tasks, a 
trait familiar in folk-tales, seems to depend on an actual usage, in 
which the bridegroom was obliged to prove his ability by such 
accomplishment. At all events, the practice is worthy of attention. 

W. W. N. 



